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October, 2019 
St. Stephen Newsletter 

WORSHIP 

Worship/Holy Communion Service is held each Sunday at 8:30 am 

 
 

ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN 

1155 Hillside Avenue 
Antioch, IL 60062 
Phone: (847) 395-3359 
 
OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday—Thursday  
8:00 am —12:00 pm 
 
Rev. Rebecca  Gordon 
Pastor 
 
Marley Sharer 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Vicky Hill 
Treasurer 
 
Find us on Facebook and 
Instagram! 

 
 

Church Bulletin and Newsletter 

*The Church Bulletin is printed on Thursday morning, so if you 
have something you want in the bulletin, please put your name 
on the message and have it to Marley 
(ststephenofantioch@gmail.com or 847-359-3359) by  
Wednesday morning at 9:00am 
 
Newsletters are emailed to members before the 1st of the 
month.  If we do no have a correct email for you, please let the 
office know!  Several paper copies of the newsletter are printed 
each month and placed on the table in the Narthex.  Please ask if 
you do not see one.   

*Newsletter submissions are needed by the 20th each month* 

CHURCH BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER 

“How do I get a newsletter?” 

 

mailto:ststephenofantioch@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/saintstephenofantiochil/
https://www.facebook.com/saintstephenofantioch/
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

 
From the Pastor 
Shalom!! Wait!!....What is that…isn’t that a Hebrew word? 
 
Yes it is! Shalom is used as a greeting meaning both “hello” and 
“goodbye.” .Shalom is often translated peace, but it means so much more.  
 
Shalom is a hope we share with our Jewish brothers and sisters. Torah education website The Refiner’s Fire tells 
us “Hebrew words go beyond their spoken pronunciation. Each Hebrew word conveys feeling, intent and emo-
tion. Shalom is more then just simply peace; it is a complete peace. It is a feeling of contentment, completeness, 
wholeness, well being and harmony.” 
 
Shalom is about God’s wholeness.  It is both a gift from and a manifestation of God. 
 
We wish “God’s peace” on one another each and every Sunday. At our Tri Parish Fall Fest Pastor Char Hoffman 
of the United Methodist Church reminded us the ancient tradition of passing the peace was more than just a 
typical greeting (good morning, how are you, …).  “In many traditions it is a declaration of our desire to be rec-
onciled, to be in community with, our friends as well as those with whom we disagree.  Often it follows a time of 
confession.  The pronouncement of ‘The peace of the Lord be with you,’ announces that now that a person has 
confessed and asked for forgiveness from God, he or she has received God’s gift of forgiveness, acceptance, and 
love.  To pronounce those words to another person means that we pray God’s healing and forgiveness (God’s 
shalom!) upon them and our desire to enter into peace and reconciliation with them.  The reply, ‘And also with 
you,’ reflects the desire of the other person to also enter into a peace-filled relationship.” 
 
Spurred by our inquiry into “Why” from this past winter, a small but mighty group of people from Saint Stephen 
have gathered to explore what God’s peace means for us as followers of Christ and for our wider community.  
We invite you to join us—we will let you know when gatherings will be! 
 
Together in August we will explore the themes of Christian peacemaking at a Peace Sunday on October 13th. We 
invite you to join our Fall Book Club in reading Bob Goff’s Everybody Always: Becoming Love in a World Full of 
Setbacks and Difficult People. And we invite you to consider the campaign “Hate Has No Home Here.”   
 
Shalom, peace, wholeness. The Lutheran Church has a long history of Christian peacemaking. If you’d like to 
learn more I commend to you the website of Lutheran Peace Fellowship https://www.lutheranpeace.org/. 
We give thanks to God for the gift of peace, God’s shalom.  
 
The peace of Christ be with you, 
 

Pastor Rebecca Gordon 

https://www.lutheranpeace.org/
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

Office Hours for Pastor Rebecca Gordon 
Regular Office Hours 

Mondays: Day Off 
Tuesdays: 10:30am-1:00pm 

Wednesday & Friday: visits and work out of office 
Thursdays: 9am-12:00pm 

And by appointment 
*Please always call the office first to make sure Pr. Rebecca is in* 

Pr. Rebecca is also available by email and phone 
rev.rijgordon@gmail.com, 815-403-9143 (c), 847-223-1847 (h) 

Out of the office 

Pastor Rebecca will be out of town at continuing education Thursday October 3-
Sunday, October 6th.  We thank Pastor Bob Trendel for leading worship on Sun-
day, Oct 6th!   
In case of an urgent pastoral care emergency such as a hospitalization or death 
Pastor Jeff Koth will be on-call. You can reach him on his cell phone at  
224-355-4213.  We celebrate with Pastor Koth as he is now pastor (half time) at 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ingleside!  

mailto:rev.rijgordon@gmail.com
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OUR CONGREGATION—INSIDE AND OUT 

For the month of October, any gift designated to go to Mortgage Reduction will be matched up to a 
total of $5000.  Please indicate on your check, or envelope how much money you wish to give to 
reduce our mortgage so that more of our money can go to support the church’s mission.   
 
Thank you for considering this addition to your regular weekly offering. 
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OUR CONGREGATION—INSIDE AND OUT 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

BOOK CLUBS! 

Growing Our Faith… 
Building Understanding and Relationship 

(from the publisher’s introduction) 
What happens when we give away love like we're made of it?   
In his entertaining and inspiring follow-up to the New York Times bestselling phenomenon Love Does, Bob Goff 
takes readers on a journey into the secret of living without fear, constraint, or worry. The path toward the liber-
ated existence we all long for is found in a truth as simple to say as it is hard to do: love people, even the difficult 
ones, without distinction and without limits. 
 
Driven by Bob’s trademark storytelling, Everybody, Always reveals the lessons Bob learned--often the hard way--
about what it means to love without inhibition, insecurity, or restriction. From finding the right friends to discov-
ering the upside of failure, Everybody, Always points the way to embodying love by doing the unexpected, the 
intimidating, the seemingly impossible. Whether losing his shoes while skydiving solo or befriending a Ugandan 
witch doctor, Bob steps into life with a no-limits embrace of others that is as infectious as it is extraordinarily 
ordinary. Everybody, Always reveals how we can do the same. 
 
The Shalom Team invites you to participate in Saint Stephen’s church wide book club this fall!  We are so excit-
ed about this book that we are using a grant from Thrivent Financial to provide every household who would like 
one a book! 
 
If you have questions please talk with Pastor Rebecca or someone from the Shalom Team—Robin Fallbacher, 
Donal Barlow, Sue Hansen, Melanie Fuhrmann, Kris Kroll, Jean Olsen, Toni Schramm, Dick Schlake, Sharon Greg-
ory .  
 
We pray this reading will bless your life—as well as OUR life at Saint Stephen--in unexpected ways! 
 
Current groups starting in Mid-October: 

Sundays after worship at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall with Robin & Don 
Tuesdays at Sue Hansen’s house 
Thursdays at 11 am in the church library with Pr. Rebecca 
Thursdays at 5:30pm at Café Book with Dick Schlake 
OR…start a group of your own at church or elsewhere! 
OR...maybe you simply read it on your own. 
OR...maybe you want to discuss on-line...just let us know...we have an online forum discussion on our  
website! 
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OUR CONGREGATION—INSIDE AND OUT 

Thank You, St. Stephen Volunteers! 

St. Stephen is blessed to have so many people who volunteer their time 
and their talents to the church, and to the congregation.  We have 
cleaners, gardeners, handy men, bakers, and servers. We have lectors, 
singers, greeters, ringers, ushers, assistant ministers, communion  
assistants, and Altar Guilders.  We have drivers, casserole makers,  
dishwashers, comforters, & sewers. We have Prayer Sisters and Prayer Warriors. We have our council 
and leadership team. We have book club  
facilitators, and studiers. We have team members working to build fellowship, to plan our worship, to 
help us be better stewards, to help us grieve and celebrate lives well lived, to take care of our property, 
to grow and be educated in our faith, and to help build Shalom. We have bill payers, check  
signers, and counters. We have a website manager, Facebook posters, microphone setter-uppers, pho-
tographers, newsletter writers, envelope stuffers, and bulletin folders. We have volunteers who faith-
fully work at Open Arms feeding the poor, and drivers who drive Meals –On Wheels to shut-ins. We 
have card signers who remember those who can’t come to church, and Home Communion  
Ministry who bring communion and companionship to those who can’t join us on Sunday.  We have 
“hidden gems” who, without recognition serve God, and their neighbors. We have people who  
answer the call when they are needed. We thank you for all your hard work! Truly doing God’s Work 
with your hands! 

Thank you to all the hearts and hands that made St Stephen’s 
fourth annual God’s Work, Our Hands day a wonderful day of ser-
vice and prayer! 
Together our hands: 
+ Prayed for our community 
+ Helped clean 13 yards at Rainbow Lake Manor 
+ Assembled 112 School Supply Kits for Lutheran World Relief 
God couldn’t have done it without our hands!  
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OUR CONGREGATION—INSIDE AND OUT 

With Our People… 
Memorial Service--We join our prayers with those of Linda Anderson and Dan, Amy, Sydney, and  
Kennedy Morjal as they gave their mom, grandmother, and great grandmother Leona Catherine Marx 
over to God’s safe keeping on September 25th. 
 
 
 
FAITH 5 is an all-generations “Sunday School” will be held 10:00-10:30am in the Double Classroom, 
adjacent to the Fellowship Hall, each Sunday, unless otherwise indicated.   All ages are welcome to 
join us to share in God’s story on our faith journey on any Sunday you can!  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
                       
 
 

 
 

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE  

 
UPCOMING Confirmation Dates  
Sunday, October 20, 10-11am in the Youth Room 
Wednesday, November 6, 6-7pm in the Library 
Wednesday, November 13, 6-7pm in the Library 
Wednesday, November 20, 6-7pm in the Library 
 
Please see Pr. Rebecca with questions (rev.rijgordon@gmail.com, 815-403-9143) 
 
 

mailto:rev.rijgordon@gmail.com


 8 

OUR CONGREGATION—INSIDE AND OUT 

Join us in worship… 
Peace Sunday October 13, 2019 8:30am 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Reformation Sunday 

Sunday, Oct 27 8:30am 
Don’t forget to wear Red! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sola Scriptura     +     Sola Gratia  +  Sola Fide 
Solus Christus     +       Soli Deo Gloria 
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OUR CONGREGATION—INSIDE AND OUT 

Jesus tells us (Mathew 6:25ff) to not worry about anything because God loves them and would  
provide for them.  Paul said, “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving let your requests be known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 
 
We are loved by God.  God provides all that we need.  We are not to be afraid, and we are to put 
our trust in Him.  Everything we have comes from God.  We are called to take care of what we are 
given and to make good use of it.  We believe that God is our creator, our sustainer, and giver of all 
things.  We are only stewards. 
  
Our church, St. Stephen, is a gift from God.  We are called to serve our neighbors.  We are called to 
be engaged in the church and the world. We are called to worship.  We are called to follow God’s 
Law.  We are called to be generous in our giving to the church, returning to God what he has first 
given us.   
 
During the next month we will be asked to prayerfully consider our giving to the church.  God is a 
generous provider.  We need not be afraid, and to generously and joyfully give to God in proportion 
to how we are blessed. 
 
Submitted by:  Donal Barlow 
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Wellness Walks, October 2019 
Tuesdays at 8:00am 

 
You can see Lake County Forest Preserve maps online at www.lcfpd.org/preserves.  This takes you to an in-
teractive mapping system. The old print maps (.pdf) are within the internal menus, but they can more easily 
be found with a Google search. LCFPD also has a smartphone app. Questions: Call Melanie Fuhrmann at 847-
703-0890 or Ken Church at 847-651-1940. Any of these walks may be shortened or cancelled if the weather 
poses a safety risk. 
 

Oct. 1: Saddlebrook Farms, Grayslake: NEW WALK! From Antioch, go to Round Lake Beach, Rollins Road. 

Then south on Hainesville Road (at the Meijer) all the way to Hwy 120, Belvidere Road. Left (east) on Bel-

videre, a short way then right (south) on Alleghany Road. Pass the road to Campbell Airport. Turn right 

(west) on Saddlebrook Drive. At the stop sign, turn left (south) on Saddlebrook Drive. Park at Saddlebrook 

Farms Lake Lodge, 2601 Saddlebrook Dr. We will walk on cinder roads, similar to the forest preserve trails. 

Afterward, we’ll have some breakfast at Ken and Joan Church’s home! 

 

Oct. 8: Hastings Lake Forest Preserve, Lindenhurst: Entrance is on Gelden Road, SW of Grass Lake Road or 

NE of Deep Lake Road. Turn south into the preserve and park in the first parking area on the right, which is 

inside the one-mile loop. There is a nice playground here! Gravel Yellow Loop is 1 mile. 

 

Oct. 15: Rollins Savanna Forest Preserve, Third Lake: Trails 

closed due to flooding as of 7/23 will likely be open now. Rol-

lins Road, west of Hwy 45 and east of Hwy 83. Take Drury 

Lane (there is a traffic signal) south about ½ mile, and park in 

the Rollins Savanna parking lot. We will walk along east the 

Millennium Trail for about 25 minutes, and then return along 

the same path. Seeing deer is very likely. 

 

Oct. 22: Ethel’s Woods Forest Preserve, Antioch: NEW 

WALK, NEW TRAIL!! Entrance and parking are on Miller Road, east of Route 45. The website does not list this 

area as publicly accessible yet, but their Fall magazine does. We will figure it out!  

 

Oct. 29: Village of Antioch. Park behind the United Methodist Church, 848 Main St., Antioch. This is our an-

nual Halloween Decorations walk! We’ll walk south on Toft Ave. to Lake St., south on Victoria, west on Hard-

en, north on Spafford, west on Lake (on the sidewalk) north on Hillside, east on Orchard, north on Holbek 

and back to the UMC. Got it?! 1.4 miles.  

 

GET INVOLVED 

http://www.lcfpd.org/preserves
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GET INVOLVED 

 
 
 
Give to Hurricane Relief 
2019 Hurricane Response 
 

The situation: 
Hurricane Dorian has hit the Bahamas with devastating force, leading to major damage 
and a growing number of reported deaths. The storm is now moving along the south-
eastern coast of the United States, threatening our neighbors with dangerous winds and 
life-threatening storm surge. 

 
Our response: 
Lutheran Disaster Response is in communication with the Florida-Bahamas Synod, the 
South Carolina Synod, the North Carolina Synod, Lutheran Services Carolinas and other 
partners who are preparing to respond. We are ready to stand by our neighbors as they 
recover from this hurricane and any others the 2019 season may bring. 
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GET INVOLVED 

The Tri-Parish Fall Fest held on a beautiful Saturday evening,  

September 7, at St. Ignatius was well attended:  over 70 people, 10 

dogs, one bearded dragon lizard, one goldfish and maybe one cat.  

St. Ignatius, United Methodists and St. Stephen wanted to host a 

community worship gathering to pray for peace and to bless first  

responders, active service members and their families, veterans,  

children and all in attendance.  The worship was led by Rev. Char  

Hoffman,  

Rev. Brian Beno and our Pastor Rebecca.  After worship with scrip-

ture, prayer and song we were invited to food and fellowship.  Our 

animal companions were blessed to be a blessing;  additionally,  

canines received a treat.  The Antioch fire department had a team in 

attendance and two of their vehicles on display.  Mayor Larry  

Hansen offered a short message.  Let’s do this again next year.   

Open Arms 
Thursday, October 24, 2019 
All are welcome to come and HELP! 
 
** Please continue to collect diapers and wipes, all sizes but  
     especially  size 4  and up.  Please put them in the collection bin      
     in the Narthex ** 
 

Gardening! 
Green thumbs optional!  If you’d like to help with  

growing and gardening in the new south garden beds by 

Fellowship Hall this summer for fresh produce for Open 

Arms and our congregation…harvesting, weeding, watering, 

distributing…please sign up on the poster in the narthex.  

Ask Pastor Rebecca or one of our gardeners if you have 

questions! 
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GET INVOLVED 

The following classes will be offered through Catholic 
Charities, Council on Aging and the Christian Wellness  
Ministry (CWM).  A small donation would be appreciated 
but if unable, seniors will not be denied registration or en-
try into any of these classes. 
 
October 2nd  St John’s United Church of Christ – Waukegan 
– 8 week fall prevention program – Matter of Balance at 
10:00am. This is a great program for a variety of people 
who have a fear of falling or who have suffered falls.  Dur-
ing the 8 weeks (which goes quick, I promise!) we talk 
about the fear of falling, ways to prevent falls, and practice 
exercises which are to help increase strength, stability, 
stamina, and flexibility.   
 
October 3rd Brain Games—Thursdays at 1:00pm.  $3 ask-
ing donation 
 
October 4th  Catholic Charities Senior Book Club.   Read the 
following book and then discuss with the group: We Were 
Strangers Once by Betsy Carter. 
 
Questions?  Call Kari Pohar at Catholic Charities at 847-740-

Next Golden Gems Luncheon for seniors 80 & better will be 

Thursday, October 31st at 11:30 am at St. Ignatius Episcopal 

Church, 500 E. Depot Street.  Please call or email Mary  

Geier with questions or to RSVP.  mgeier1@wi.rr.com or 

Antioch Event Calendar 
October 5th Painting Party with AJWC and the Art Rave 
October 26th Halloween Hustle 10k, 5k, 1 Mile 

 
 

mailto:mgeier1@wi.rr.com
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STAY INFORMED 

Stories of Faith in Action 2019 is here!  

From the ELCA and Metro Chicago 

Stories of Faith in Action is an annual publication highlighting how God is changing lives 

through the ministries funded by our congregation’s unrestricted offering of Mission Sup-

port, which is shared with your synod and the ELCA church wide organization. Stories of 

Faith in Action and the resources that go along with it are designed to share how important 

your weekly offering in your congregation is in sustaining and 

growing God’s mission. 

You can read the stories or see videos here: 
https://www.elca.org/Resources/Stories-of-Faith-in-Action 

 
Metropolitan Chicago Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
 
 
 

Invitation to the Installation of the Rev. Yehiel Curry as Bishop of the 
Metropolitan Chicago Synod, ELCA 
 

You are cordially invited to attend the installation of the Reverend Yehiel Curry as bishop of the Metropolitan Chi-
cago Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The service will take 
place on Saturday, October 19, 2019, 2 p.m., at the Tinley Park Convention 
Center, 18451 Convention Center Dr., Tinley Park, IL 60477. Your prayers and 
presence are requested. The color of the day is red. 
 
Rostered leaders are invited to gather at 1:30 p.m. in the St. Andrew room 
(vestry) to vest and process. 
 
A block of rooms has been reserved (with a special group rate of $129 per 
night) at the Holiday Inn connected to the convention center. The group code 

is MET. Visit https://bit.ly/2McG1yD to book a room or call 708-444-1100. The room rate expires Friday,  
September 27. 

https://www.elca.org/Resources/Stories-of-Faith-in-Action
https://bit.ly/2McG1yD
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STAY INFORMED 

From our community…The Patch 
 
211 Helpline Launched In Lake County For People In Need  
 
Here's how to access the 211 helpline and the services you can get.  
By Rebecca Bream (Hughes), Patch Staff 
Sep 26, 2019 1:15 pm ET  

A 211 First Responders Card (United Way of Lake County)  
LAKE COUNTY, IL — People across Lake County now have access to a 24-hour information and referral help-
line thanks to the launch of 211 services, United Way of Lake County announced Tuesday. In a release sent to 
Patch, United Way said 211 is a free, confidential helpline that provides a central access point to health and 
human service providers in Lake County. 211 provides referrals and correct, concise information 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week to critical resources.  
 
"Through 211, the people of Lake County will get the help they need, when they need it," said Kristi Long, 
President and CEO of United Way of Lake County, said in the release. "United Way of Lake County is proud to 
fulfill this decades-long vision, joining with the Lake County government and our many community partners to 
deliver a best-in-class, robust solution for Lake County—the largest county in Illinois to implement 211." 
 
Here's how to access 211: 
• Call 211 or text your zip code to 898211. 
• Experienced, trained resource navigators/specialists at the 211 contact center will guide you to the help 
you need. 
• The comprehensive 211 service is multi-lingual with English and Spanish-speaking staff, as well as inter-
pretations to more than 150 languages. 
 
"United Way of Lake County's new 211 service is a huge asset for Lake County, offering an efficient, safe, and 
confidential place where community members can instantly get access to the resources and information they 
need," said Megan McKenna, Director of Strategy & Development at Mano a Mano Family Resource Center, 
in the release. "Mano a Mano is honored to have been part of the planning process and grateful to United 
Way of Lake County for its leadership on this project." 
 
211 also helps service providers find the right solution in one call, which helps reduce the time agencies 
spend redirecting calls to other agencies and more time addressing needs of their own clients, the release 
said. In turn 211 reduces the ultimate cost of services and makes sure money is spent most efficiently over 
time, United Way of Lake County added.  

https://patch.com/users/rebecca-bream

