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A FINAL FAREWELL 
B Y  P R .  R E B E C C A  G O R D O N

Dear People of St. Stephen,
     It is hard to find words to say
goodbye. When I arrived to do
supply and then interim ministry
with you in early 2016, so much had
happened in such a short time for
you. It did not take me long to
come to know you as an extremely
generous and faithfully resilient
congregation.Together in those
days we discerned what was
important about being God's
church, how to support one
another, and asked ourselves who
we were called to be. But more
than anything, we reminded
ourselves about God's love for
God's people and our love for one
another.
     One of the greatest gifts God
gives us is the gift of community.

also a pastor, often used with his
family and in his ministry:
"Remember God loves you, and so
do I." At the end of the day, God IS
love. And this love is not some
wishy-washy sentimental feeling.
God's love is Love with a capital 'L'.
Yes, love as cherishing, but also
love as justice, love as mercy, love
as sacrifice. God loves us and God
calls us to love God's world.
     In my first newsletter writing, I
reminded us that "Saint Stephen is
fully under the banner of God's
loving help and keeping now and
always."  This is a constant. God
has loved you and this
congregation from its very
beginnings. And God is loving you
even now, showing you a future
with hope and filled with God's
Spirit. As we did so many years ago,
continue now to explore together
what is important about being
God's church, how to love and

 Especially in these days of the
coronavirus pandemic, we
remember in new and not so new
ways how vital community is. For
the people of God, community is
the place where we are gathered
together as a people of faith, to
worship and play, to hold one
another accountable, to forgive
each other, to accompany one
another through the joys and
challenges of life, and to figure out
how to serve the world and wider
community. Community is how we
experience and share God's love.
     In our worship services over
zoom during the coronavirus
pandemic, I have been closing with
words my grandfather, who was
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Sunday, August 2nd, our community here at St. Stephen showered
Pastor Rebecca and her family with the love and support she has
always given so freely. Saying goodby is exceptionally difficult, but
with the social restrictions put upon us by this global pandemic, it is
ten times so. We must say goodbye through masked faced and waves
instead of through the hugs we so long to give. Think of your flock
here at St. Stephen, and continue to hold this congregation in your
prayers. Love from all of us.

support one another, and ask
yourselves who you are called to
be.
     It is now time for my "going
out". And part of me wishes it were
not so. But the thing about goings
out is they herald "comings in". And
I know God's Spirit will continue to
lead and guide you in all
faithfulness. God has wonderful
things in store for this
congregation.
     So I won't say goodbye. Not
really. Because we continue to be
connected in the life and
community of God's faithful
church. So instead, I close with my
favorite benediction in worship
using words from Psalm 121: "God
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
watch over your going out and
your coming in, from this time
forth and forevermore."
   No matter what "goings out" or
"comings in" we continue to
experience, we can trust that God
will continue to "watch over our
going out and our coming in, from
this time forth and forevermore."
Remember. God loves you. Period.
Full stop. And I do too.

WE GATHER
TOGETHER
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A  F I N A L  F A R E W E L L  

C O N T .

Link to a website that explores the history of the ordination decision and what came after.
A playlist of ELCA videos related to the anniversary.
"God's Faithfulness on the Journey", a collection of stories of rostered women of color
Living Lutheran's series of articles reflecting on the anniversary
A video of Bishop Eaton discussing the anniversary

50 years of Ordained Women
With gratitude for those who have gone before and hope for the future, the ELCA gives thanks to God for
the ministry of women. In 2019 and 2020 we celebrate 50 years of Lutheran women being ordained in the
United States, 40 years of women of color being ordained, and 10 years of LGBTQIA+ individuals being able
to serve freely. As part of this anniversary year, we lament that women have been barred from service and
have been bullied, dismissed, and excluded. We also celebrate the gifts and service that women have
brought to our church and our world as pastors.
     If you wish to dig deeper, please visit our website and Facebook pages for the upcoming information:



Thank you, Pastor! God go with you.
I am sad. I am fearful. I am lost. I am
human. Our pastor, Rebecca Gordon, is
leaving us. She has been called by the
Spirit to pursue a different path, and to
devote time to her family. It is a call
that she fought against. A direction
that she spent time alone in reflection
and prayer, and also spent time in
conversation talking through this new
call. It was not an easy decision for her
to make, but a decision she felt she
needed to make and one she is certain
is the right one for her.
     I am grateful for having her as our
pastor and leader for the past 4+ years.
I am grateful for her sharing her family
with us. It has been a privilege to watch
Amelia and Owen grow up. Trent has
been a rock. Always supporting Pastor
and our congregation despite the
demands of work. I have enjoyed
meeting Trent's parents, and Pastor's
mother. They have added greatly to the
joy that I have experienced each
Sunday.
    We as a congregation have come a
long way in the past 4 years. Our
financial situation is stable - not
secure, but stable. We have increased
our benevolence to the synod. We have
increased our giving to St. Stephen. We
have reduced our mortgage. Whenever
there has been need, the congregation
has answered. We have engaged in
book studies and grown in our faith. As
pastor has said many times, "The Spirit
is alive at St. Stephen." We have
continued to be the church through
the pandemic. We have reached out to
each other and the larger community
too. With faith in God, we can
overcome this storm.
     Where do we go from here? We are
working with the Synod to find supply
pastors to ensure that worship is able
to continue. We are working with the
Synod to find an Interim Pastor to
serve us, and prepare the church for
calling a new pastor. COVID could
complicate this process. However, it
may be easier to get a supply pastor to
lead worship via Zoom. We shall see.
We will need to put our faith in God,
and allow him to show us the way.
    Please pray for the church. Please 
    

pray for Pastor Rebecca and her family. Continue to lift up each
other in prayer. Remember too that we are the church. You are the
church.
     We are fortunate to have a dedicated and committed Church
Council and leadership. The leadership team is: John Cook, David
McAlonan, Vicky Hill, Sharon Gregory, Dennis Friedle, Gloria
Stevens, Lori Flade, Dave Telleen, and Linda Anderson. They have
been working hard, and meeting frequently over the past 3+
months. Keep them in your prayers.
     If you have any questions, concerns, or want to serve in some
way, please contact us. The most efficient way is by sending an
email to the church at: ststephenofantioch@gmail.com or leaving a
message on the church voicemail. Or feel free to reach out to any
of us individually.
     I am sad. I am fearful. I am lost. I am human. But I am also
hopeful and, if we allow and are open, God will show us the way.
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
B Y  D O N A L  B A R L O W

*Please remember, due to the
timing of the newsletter, this
update will contain information
for the previous month.



GIVING

     In the words of Hamilton's Linn Manuel
Miranda, "What comes next?" With Pastor's leaving,
things will undoubtedly feel "different". However, it
is the goal of the council, office staff, and
volunteers to keep the ship as steady as possible. 
 Business will continue as usual, or as usual as
these times allow. 
     The phones in the main office at the church will
continue to be checked daily. If you need
assistance with an office matter, or wish to leave a
non-urgent message, please call 847-395-3359 or
email ststephenofantioch@gmail.com .

O U R  C O N G R E G A T I O N
I N S I D E  A N D  O U T
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     We thank everyone for the
generosity you have displayed in
caring for one another and your
financial gifts to the church!
Offering envelopes will continue to
be mailed. If you have not received
yours, or would like to get new ones,
please call or email the church office
and leave a message.
     You can mail your offering to the
church with your envelope. You can
also give online through our secure
link on our website here:
www.saintstephenofantioch.org/e-
giving .
You can do a one-time donation, or
sign up for recurring giving.

A  Q U I C K  H OW - T O

WORSHIP
WITH US
SUNDAYS BY
ZOOM!
We worship each Sunday at 9:30 by
Zoom. A Zoom link and worship
materials are sent out by Saturday
afternoon each week. If you would
like to be included on the email link,
please notify the church office. Also,
please feel free to invite friends,
family, and neighbors to worship
with us! Simply share the link and
worship materials!

NOW WHAT?

MIDWEEK
CONNCECTIONS
     Are you feeling disconnected? Missing people
from church? Wanting to connect to God's Word
in more meaningful ways right now? Join us on
Wednesdays by Zoom for a midweek connection
with each other, our faith community, and with
God's Word. We'll share with each about the
highs and lows of this time, share discussion
around Bible passages, and pray for one another.
Look for a Zoom link in your email on
Wednesdays for a 10am and 6:30pm connection!
Please email Ardy Lange at bjorlange@yahoo.com
with questions.



 Christ in our Home: 

Email Edition
With the outbreaks of Coronavirus in
North America and around the word,
many people may be without a
physical copy of Christ in Our Home.
To assist with devotional life during
this time, we are offering a limited
time complementary email
subscription. Sign up, and we will
deliver the daily devotional to your
email at 4am Central Time through
September 20th. Visit our website
today!

www.augsburgfortress.org/christ-
in-our-home-emailsubscription 
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A GLEANERS GARDEN
Our church garden is producing and our gardeners
are collecting the harvest for our neighbors in need
through Open Arms Mission Food Pantry. Many
thanks to our gardeners: Lisa Berg, Bobby Berg,
Mary Geier, Ardy Lange, Donal Barlow, Chris
Welninski, Melanie Fuhrman, Carl Fuhrmann, and
Dave Telleen. We could use MORE help with
watering, weeding and harvesting! Be a part of
something special and integral to our town!
Call Ardy Lange at 847-838-0674
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Wellness Walks, August 2020
Thursdays at 8:00 am

You can see Lake County Forest Preserve maps
online at www.lcfpd.org/preserves. This takes you
to an interactive mapping system. The old print
maps (pdf) are within the internal menus, but they
can more easily be found with Google search.
LCFPD also has a smartphone app. Questions: Call
Melanie Fuhrmann at 847-703-0890. Any of these
walks may be shortened or cancelled if the
weather poses a safety risk. During Phase 4,
walkers are supposed to keep a social distance of
6 feet. This does make Fellowship more difficult,
which has usually been our favorite part.
Please join us on the following dates / preserves:

August 13:

August 27:

Caboose Park, Lake Villa. Entrance is on Fairfield
Road immediately south of Hwy 132 Grand Ave,
near the tennis courts. We will see the
playground and walk the nearby sidewalks as
well as the track that used to be walked in the
Antioch -Lakes Relay For Life. 1 mile. This is not
part of the LCFPD.

Bonner Heritage Farm, Lindenhurst. 201
Country Place. Off of Sand Lake Road, west of
Route 45. we will walk the trails around the
Farm, playground and field. Great walk for kids!
Restrooms and water are located at Lindenhurst
Park District's adjacent Millennium Park.
Variable length.

Ethel's Woods Forest Preserve, Antioch.
Entrance and parking are on Miller Road, east of
Route 45. The new entrance drive is on Miller
Road leading to a 25 car parking lot. A 0.7 mile
section of the Millennium Trail runs along the
western edge of the preserve. Other public
access improvements to the 500-acre preserve
include toilets, a 0.8 mile gravel loop trail and
four scenic overlooks. 1.5 miles total.

Fourth Lake Forest Preserve, Lindenhurst. 19808
W. Grand Ave, Lake Villa. Entrance is at
Operations and Public Safety Facility on Grand
Ave between Hwy 45 and Sand Lake Road. (Note
- there is a lot of construction on Grand Ave.)
We will walk north along the Millennium Trail
up to Sand Lake Road and return. 1.6 miles total.

August 6:

August 20:
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areas, and increasing here in Illinois.
     Approximately 52% of surveys indicated that respondents would be "Somewhat Unlikely-wait until feel safer"
or "Very Unlikely-will continue to worship on Zoom". This represented 32 individuals who would attend worship
together. Thirteen individuals said they would continue to worship using Zoom until the pandemic is under
control (vaccine or treatment).
     That being said, there are 13 individuals who indicate that they would be "Very Likely" to return to worshiop
in the building for worship as soon as it is available (20% of respondents). An additional 21 individuals indicated
that they would be "Somewhat Likely" to return to worship as soon as it becomes available (27% of respondents).
     Zoom has been iportant to all. There were many comments about how useful Zoom was in allowing us to
worship together, and in allowing us to connect with each other in fellowship each Sunday.
     The surveys showed support for a later worship time. Approximately 46% of respondents indicated a
preference for 9:30 AM worship, while 9:00 AM was the choice of approximately 36% of responses, and 8:30 AM
was favored by 27%.
     Where do we go from here? The Reopening Committee is continuing to meet. We are looking into using the
church for worship with just the pastor, assisting minister, and musician (s) in attendance initially. We are
developing procedures for our return. Our focus on concern is on safety of all, and in ensuring that those who
cannot attend, or don't feel comfortable attending in person, will continue to be able to participate in worship.
     The Reopening Committee is: Donal Barlow, David McAlonan, Gloria Stevens, Lori Flade, & Dennis Friedle. If
you have any comments or ideas, please send us an email at ststephenofantioch@gmail.com or call the church
office at 847-395-3359. Thank you.

RETURNING TO 

THE BUILDING 
T H E  R E S U L T S  A R E  I N . . .

Thank you to those who participated in the "Reopening
The Building for Worship" Survey. We received 49
responses which represented 64 potential attendees of
worship at St. Stephen.
     The survey showed us that there is worry about
returning to the building, and worry about being safe
due to COVID-19. All of us worry more when we see the
national news and see that the virus is surging in some 

Sept 6 - 12, 2020
The 2020 Relay For Life will be a virtual
event!! In the week leading up to the final
date, there will be different videos of our
event viewable
every day. You can enjoy it from the comfort
of your home. There will be a twillight
Luminaria viewing, a slide show of Survivors
and Angels,

a silent auction, and much more. Luminarias can be purchased by
September 1st, and are $10 each. Your check can be made out to
American Cancer Society and mailed to Melanie Fuhrmann, 214
Sprucewood Ct. Round Lake, IL 60073. All proceeds will benefit the
American Cancer Society, fundraised by Relay for Life of Northern
Lake County.  Lumiarias have been purchased for the following St.
Stephen survivors and angels:

Be sure to Like the
Facebook page for Relay
For Life of Northern Lake
County, and to donate
online via credit card,
please reach out to
Melanie Fuhrmann, Team
Captain for team
Reaching4ACure.
Thank you for supporting
the American Cancer
Society every year!
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Basic Human Needs  Services: Food Banks, Shelter, Clothing, Financial aid, Utility Assistance
Physical and Mental Health Services: Healthcare, Medicaid, Medicare, prenatal care, children's
health insurance, crisis intervention, support groups, counseling, drug and alcohol treatment,
intervention/rehabilitation. 
Older Adult Services: Adult day care, Meals on Wheels, respite care, home health care,
transportation, nutrition, senior centers.
Employment and Income Services: Support, job training, job search, education, and public
assistance.
Children, Youth, and Family Childcare Services: After-school programs, family resource centers,
camps & recreation programs, mentoring, tutoring, protective services.
Volunteering: Opportunities to volunteer and to donate
Community / Government: Times, locations of city council meetings; information about
community events, how to contact government offices and officals.
Events / Occurrences: Updates about emergency situations (power outages and community-wide
issues).

NEED HELP? DIAL 211
A B O U T  2 1 1  L A K E  C O U N T Y

Lifeline's 2-1-1 help hotline is a FREE and confidential service that helps people in Lake County
find the health and human service programs they need, 24/7, 7 days a week. Here is a list of
services provided:

WANT TO DO MORE?
H O W  T O  H E L P  G L O B A L L Y

Check out the following outreach partners to donate time, money, and blood.

(Formerly Life Source)

Gurnee Donation Center
5250-1 Grand Ave
Gurnee, IL 60031
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Go-to Meeting site: 
global.gotomeeting.com/join/261771629

Or by phone: 786-535-3211 
Access code: 261-771-629

F A L L  2 0 2 0 E V E N T  L I S T
Beginning August 3, 1-2pm: Chair Yoga for strength and vitality. 4 week
chair yoga class.
Tuesdays August 4-25 & Fridays August 7-28, Bingocize - Play bingo while
also doing fall prevention exercises.
August 5 - Planning Wisely: End of Life Strategies @ 1pm - Having a solid
strategy in place can make things easier for your family after you're gone.
Learn what documents y ou need so your final wishes are known and
carried out.
August 6 @ 2pm: Plant based protein diet: Mary Dipiertro from
Northwestern Medicine will be presenting on plant based protein and its
benefits.
August 7 @ 1pm- Virtual Book Club. Read the Operator by Gretchen Berg
and join us in a book discussion.
August 12 @1pm: Cooking Demo with the chef at Youthage Culinary. They
will be demonstrating a recipe.
August 19 @1pm - Senior Wordsmith Writers Group - Do you like to write?
Want to get helpful critiques and feedback? Join in our first writers group!
Be prepared to share some of your written work. Time sharing is
determined by number of participants.
September 4th @ 1pm: Virtual Book Club - Read Tagged for Death by
sherry Harris and join in our book discussion.
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