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June, 2020 
St. Stephen Newsletter 

WORSHIP WITH US SUNDAYS BY ZOOM! 
We worship each Sunday at 9:30 by Zoom. 
A Zoom link and worship materials are sent out by Satur-
day afternoon each week. If you would like to be included 
on the email link please notify Pastor Rebecca at 
rev.rijgordon@gmail.com.   
 
Please feel free to invite friends, family, and neighbors to  
worship with us!  Simply share the link and worship mate-
rials. 

ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1155 Hillside Avenue 
Antioch, IL 60062 

Phone: (847) 395-3359 
 

PASTOR’S HOURS 

Rev. Rebecca  Gordon, Pastor 
Mondays: Day Off  

Tuesday-Friday hours 9am-12pm 
And by appointment 

 
Marley Sharer, Administrative Assistant 

Vicky Hill, Treasurer 
 

Find us on Facebook and Instagram! 

 
 

CHURCH NEWSLETTER 
Newsletters are emailed to members before the 1st of 
the month.  If we do not have a correct email for you, 
please let the office know!   

*Newsletter submissions are needed by the 20th each month* 
 

 

 

“How do I get a newsletter?” 

mailto:rev.rijgordon@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/saintstephenofantiochil/
https://www.facebook.com/saintstephenofantioch/
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilder-
ness and rivers in the desert.”  Isaiah 43:19 
 
There is a LOT of waiting in the Bible. Noah and his lot waiting for the floods to recede, Abraham and Sarah 
waiting for a baby, the Israelites waiting and wandering in the wilderness seeking the Promised Land, wait-
ing during the exile to be released from captivity to foreign powers, and of course waiting for the Messiah, the 
Promised One. We even have a whole church season in Advent when we practice waiting. 

We are not good as a culture in waiting, or patience, or delayed outcomes. What we did not realize in March 
and possibly April is this: we are going to be at this waiting for quite awhile longer. We are now realizing 
there are many more months of waiting: waiting for things to be safer, waiting for an effective treatment 
and/or vaccine, waiting to gather again. But we have practiced this waiting before in our church life. 

Because we are people of faith we know our waiting is never idle. God is present in the waiting, and God AL-
WAYS shows up with a new thing. It is true. God is always at work IN us and THROUGH all times and circum-
stances and places. And this is especially true in our waiting…our wondering…our hoping. Our waiting is not 
waiting in vain--it is expectant, hopeful waiting; it is waiting that produces faith. 

Even when God’s people feel that God is impossibly distant the scriptures remind us over and over again that 
God is indeed present and steadfast. God reminds the Israelites in Isaiah 43—“I have called you by name, you 
are mine! You are precious in my sight, and I love you! Do not fear, for I am with you!” And then later on we 
hear God’s promise of doing a new thing for them and for the community. The same is true for us. In the 
promise of baptism each day we have the promise of new life.  God is constantly raising up new life in us... 
and through us! 

In our waiting it is helpful to name what is hard about it. And to remember the hard things you HAVE done. 
Notice what is shifting in you or those around you—notice that God is doing a new thing in you--in us—even 
in the midst of a global pandemic. God is at work in the hard, crazy-making, feeling-like-you’ve-done-nothing-
and-are-ready-to-give-up days; as well as the hopeful, creative, grace-filled surprising days. We can wait now 
with God’s strength. God is with us in our wilderness wanderings and is leading and teaching us step-by-step, 
in great recognizable waves and in infinitesimally small shifts. 

During a particularly hard time during my life I was doing a lot of waiting and some excruciatingly painful. 
Personal. and spiritual growth. I encountered the poetry of T.S. Eliot. I have quoted this passage from his po-
em East Coker with you before, but I would like to share it again. 

I said to my soul, be still, and wait without hope 
For hope would be hope for the wrong thing; wait without love, 
For love would be love of the wrong thing; there is yet faith 
But the faith and the love and the hope are all in the waiting. 
Wait without thought, for you are not ready for thought: 
So the darkness shall be the light, and the stillness the dancing. 

---T.S. Eliot, East Coker 

There’s a river in the desert, a path in the wilderness. God will sustain us. May you, may we be strengthened 
in the Holy Spirit—the faith, and the love, and the hope are indeed in the wait. 

Your partner in waiting, 

Pastor Rebecca Gordon 



 3 

A PASTORAL LETTER FROM PASTOR REBECCA GORDON 

June 4, 2020 
  
  
Dear People of Saint Stephen Lutheran Church, 
  
We are only half way through 2020 and we realize that our world will never be the same again. Many have pointed 
out that we are in the middle of two pandemics. One, a life-threatening virus that has been present only a few short 
months. And the other, systemic injustices that have been with us since our nation’s beginnings. 
  
During this worldwide pandemic we have heard the reports that the coronavirus disproportionately affects racial 
and ethnic minorities; we have heard stories of Asian Americans hatefully targeted and blamed for the virus; we 
have heard Illinois’ governor threatened for being Jewish. Most recently we have watched horrified as George 
Floyd’s life was taken from him by a police officer. We know all too well that George Floyd’s death is not an isolated 
incident. It is one of far too many, this one caught entirely on video by a brave young woman.  The anger and des-
pair of our Black brothers and sisters and others with them is understandable as voices have been silenced and ig-
nored for far too long despite pleas for justice. 
  
In the first few verses of the Bible we are told that humans are created in God’s image. Not just some humans. All 
humans. God created us good. Anything that denies that inherent goodness in any human being is sinful. Racism is a 
sin. It is burden we all bear as our nation’s very foundations rest on denying that full humanity to all God’s people. 
  
God’s Church must be part of the solution. And it begins with confession. The Church must confess where it has re-
mained silent and been part of the problem. The ELCA has a decades long history of anti-racism work. And yet the 
ELCA remains the least diverse Christian denomination in the United States. 
  
We are also called to listen. We are called to quiet majority voices and listen with openness to the stories and reali-
ties of those who are denied power, equal standing, and opportunity in our society. It requires us to sit with our dis-
comfort and let God move us to compassion and action based in love of our neighbor. 
  
And we are called to act. We must speak up and not be silent about the sin of racism and its companions: classism, 
sexism, ableism, and discrimination in all its forms. We must recognize those silent prejudices in ourselves and our 
systems and seek active change. 
  
At our Peace Sunday this past October, we at Saint Stephen made a declaration that “hate has no home” within 
God’s Gospel news nor within Saint Stephen Lutheran Church. We affirmed that all God’s people are precious and 
valued and we declared ourselves to be on the side of God’s love and reject hate. Let us recommit now to listening, 
to learning, to confession, and to doing those things we have within our power to chose a different way. 
  
Our nation has faced challenges in past, but the challenges of these past months are tremendously weighty. What 
we are called to bear right now is only possible through the love and grace of God, as well as through the strength of 
community into which God has called us. 
  
As a colleague stated on a meeting with our synod and Bishop Yehiel Curry, “We pray this is not just a moment, but 
a movement.” I echo this prayer even as I am keenly aware that the voice I speak and write with is one that has ben-
efited by a system that privileges my life over others.  I confess that I do not know everything that is needed in our 
world right now. But God does.  And God will walk each step of the way, providing everything we need. Let us seek 
ways to recommit ourselves to Christ’s ultimate value: to love the Lord our God with all our heart and all our soul 
and all our strength and all our mind…AND to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
  
Your partner in faith, 

  
Pastor Rebecca Gordon 
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OUR CONGREGATION INSIDE AND OUT 

How to Get Help: 
The phones in the main office at church are checked daily. If you need assistance with an 
office matter or to leave a non-urgent message for Vicky Hill our Treasurer, or  
Marley Sharer our Office Administrator please email ststephenofantioch@gmail.com or call 
847-395-3359 to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 
For pastoral care or urgent pastoral emergencies. please contact Pastor Rebecca Gordon at 
815-403-9143 or rev.rijgordon@gmail.com 
 

How to Give 
We thank everyone for the generosity you have displayed in caring for one another and 
your financial gifts to the church! 
 
We are currently mailing all offering envelopes. If you are not receiving yours or would like 
to get new envelopes please contact the church office at 847-395-3359 or by email  
ststephenofantioch@gmail.com 
 
You can mail your offering to the church with your envelope. You can also give online 
through our secure link on our website here  
https://www.saintstephenofantioch.org/e-giving. You can do a one time donation or sign 
up for recurring donations. 
 

Worship Readers 
Pastor Rebecca is looking for people to help read for our Sunday morning worship services. 
The "Reader" will take on various responsibilities of our lectors and assisting ministers. If 
you would like to be a Reader on Sunday morning or would simply like to learn more please 
contact Pastor Rebecca at rev.rijgordon@gmail.com or Wendi McAlonan (who will be 
scheduling our Readers) at roygbiv47@gmail.com.  
 

Confirmation Classes 
Wrapped up for the year in May. We look forward to celebrating Confirmation for Bobby 
Berg and Drew Chamernik in worship when it is safe to gather again! Congratulations Bob-
by and Drew!! 
 

Pastor Rebecca's Stay-at Home schedule: 
Mondays: Day Off  
Tuesday-Friday office hours 9am-12pm 
 
**For pastoral care or urgent pastoral emergencies please contact Pastor Rebecca Gordon 
at 815-403-9143 or rev.rijgordon@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:ststephenofantioch@gmail.com
mailto:rev.rijgordon@gmail.com
mailto:ststephenofantioch@gmail.com
https://www.saintstephenofantioch.org/e-giving
mailto:rev.rijgordon@gmail.com
mailto:roygbiv47@gmail.com
mailto:rev.rijgordon@gmail.com
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OUR CONGREGATION—INSIDE AND OUT 

Please remember, due to the timing of the newsletter, this  

update will contain information from the previous month. 

Treasurer's Update - May 2020 

   

 Apr 2020 Year to Date 

Tithes/Offerings   
(Operating Funds) 

$12,881.35 $48,190.37 

Operating Expenses $14,028.80 $58,616.76 

Funds Transferred to  
Reserve Funds 

$511.77 $2,945.77 

Mortgage Reduction $31.19 $866.19 
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OUR CONGREGATION—INSIDE AND OUT 
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OUR CONGREGATION—INSIDE AND OUT 



 8 

OUR CONGREGATION—INSIDE AND OUT 

 
Baccalaureate Recognition: Congratulations to our 2020 Graduates! 

 

We are very proud of  Luke Chamernik, Grace Goodman, Chrystian Lisak,  

Nicholas Porter, and Natalie Vaughn 
 

You have worked very hard to graduate and we pray God's love and blessings on you as you achieve this im-
portant milestone. Your senior year turned out so differently than was anticipated and we hope to be a small 
part of recognizing what is important in this time. God will be with you as you chart the path forward. You 
have the prayers of your church family at Saint Stephen with you! 
 
Our Saint Stephen Stitchers have been hard at work making sure each of our graduating seniors get a quilt 
this year and a special recognition!  

On Saturday, June 6th at 10am we would like to have you join us in celebrating our five high school gradu-
ates. We are putting together a social distancing and safe way to honor and support them. We would like to 
give everyone the opportunity to be involved. Even though times are different, it is still important to share our 
support to our congregational families. 
 
Below are the details. We hope that you are able to join in. The more the merrier!: 
 
• Our Graduates will be spaced out along the main entrance of St. Stephen Lutheran Church.  
• They will each be in front of a table displaying their quilts, posters displaying all your well wishes & pray-

ers, and their own special cake. 
• Pastor will then bless the graduates. 
• We are asking all our members, families and friends to start lining up in their cars at 9:45am along the 

driveway coming up the hill. 
• We will have people there to direct you. 
• At 10am we will start the parade 
• We ask that you please stay in your vehicles at all times and avoid stopping to keep the procession 

moving. 
• Please feel free to honk, wave and yell  
• there will be no access to the church building during this time for any reason so please plan accordingly 
• We hope to have our first responders (Police & Fire!) lead our parade dependent on their availability. 
     
        Don't worry if you're unable to make it, we will be recording the event and sharing it with the congrega-
tion! We  give thanks to God for the gifts of our students and pray for them and their families. 
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OUR CONGREGATION—INSIDE AND OUT 

 
 

Christ in Our Home: Email Edition  

With the outbreaks of coronavirus disease 2019 in North America and 
around the world many people may be without a physical copy of Christ in 
Our Home. To assist with devotional life during this time, Augsburg Fortress 
is offering a limited-time complementary email subscription. 
 
You can sign up here! 
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/category/286137/Christ-in-Our-
Home 

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/CIOH-EMAIL/Christ-in-Our-Home-Email-Edition
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/category/286137/Christ-in-Our-Home
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/category/286137/Christ-in-Our-Home
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GET INVOLVED 

 
 
 
 
 
WAYS TO HELP—HERE AND AROUND THE GLOBE 
 

United Way Resource 
Will send you this document about volunteering 
Here is the link to the fund 
https://www.uwlc.org/lake-county-relief-fund 
 
Give Blood 
5250-1 Grand Ave. 
Gurnee, IL 60031 
 
Red Cross Blood Drives: 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?dt=all&zipSponsor=60002 
 
ELCA Covid 19  
https://community.elca.org/covid-19-response-fund 

https://www.uwlc.org/lake-county-relief-fund
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?dt=all&zipSponsor=60002
https://community.elca.org/covid-19-response-fund
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GET INVOLVED 

Wellness Walks 
Look for an email from Melanie Fuhrmann, our  
Wellness Walks Coordinator, about beginning our annu-
al Tri-Parish Wellness Walks with new safety  
considerations. The walks will change but the purpose 
will not! Write Melanie at songs4carl@yahoo.com 

Christian Wellness Ministry--GriefShare at United Method-
ist Church from Coordinator Ken Graesser 
 

We have not been able to meet as a group for GriefShare, but 
starting on June 4th we will meet using Zoom. We will send 
books for the session, which are $20. GriefShare has a workbook, 
sharing time, and a video.  
 
If you are interested please contact Bar-bara Cantrell at 
847/804-0361. 
Or you may send her an email at bcantrell4626@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 

This is a difficult time also because of the Covid-19 restrictions imposed concerning funeral services 
and not being able share with family and friends the normal grieving process. If you have questions 
or wish to discuss GriefShare contact Barbara, Judy Degand 847/833-1529 or  
Ken Graesser 847-420-0241. 

mailto:bcantrell4626@gmail.com
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GET INVOLVED 

Catholic Charities Lake County senior services provides a 
variety of programs and events to those that are 60+. 

With so many in person events cancelled this year, we’re going 
to try events through video and phone calls.  

If you haven’t used video chats before, but would like to join 

in, please reach out to me.  I’d be happy to set up a time to 

help walk you through the process before the date of the 

event at (847) 740-6708 

 

What’s coming up: 
Talk with me Tuesday – Every Tuesday @ 1 pm 
Call in number: 786-535-3211  
Access  Code: 261-771-629 
Website: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/261771629 
 
Friday June 12 @ 1 pm - Power of Attorney  
Presentation 
Call in Number: 872-240-3311 / Access Code: 686-982-525 
Website: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/686982525 
 
Monday June 15th @ 1 pm – Elder Abuse Awareness Day  
Call in Number : 699-224-3412 | Access Code: 766-243-813 
Website: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/766243813  
 
Mondays June 15 & 22 @ 10 am – Phone Photography   
Grab your phone and join us to learn how to take better phone 
photos!  ***Best for video chat 
Website: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/937694557  
 
Wednesday June 17th @ 10 am – Make Your Own Time  
Capsule  
Grab your supplies and join us to make your own time capsule 
Call in Number: 646-749-3112/ Access Code: 450-060-861 
Website: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/450060861  
 
Friday June 19th @ 10am – Grieving Through a Pandemic: 
Support for those who have lost loved ones 
Call in Number: 646-749-3122 | Access Code: 198-605-605 
Website: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/198605605 
 

 

 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/261771629
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/686982525
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/766243813
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/937694557
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/450060861
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/686982525
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STAY INFORMED 

Lutheran World Relief has a new logo! 

For 75 years, you and your parents and grandparents — making up such a great cloud of 

witnesses (Hebrews 12:1) — have been a light in the deepest darkness for those that 

have the very least. To commemorate 75 years of helping those who have the very least, 

and to reflect our expanding work around the world, Lutheran World Relief has a dy-

namic new logo. 

 
The new symbol for Lutheran World Relief is three interlocking rings. The colorful, 

bright design is inspired by our promise to you that, together, we put our belief in God 

into action to create lasting, lifesaving impact.  

We share this new symbol with the other change-making organizations in our family: 

Corus International, IMA World Health, Ground Up Investing and Charlie Goldsmith As-

sociates. Lutheran World Relief joined forces with IMA World Health and founded Corus 

International. We did this to unleash more partnership, more fellowship and more ener-

gy, so, together, we can answer the call to serve more powerfully and effectively. 

While our logo may have changed, our roots in Lutheran values have not. Together, we 

continue to respond to God’s call to be the Body of Christ in the world, reaching further, 

staying longer, standing faithfully alongside our neighbors in need. 

 

We are deeply grateful for your partnership in this ministry. We will persist until your 

love reaches every neighbor. 
 

 

https://corusinternational.org/
https://imaworldhealth.org/
https://lwr.org/ground-investing-llc
https://charliegoldsmithassociates.co.uk/
https://charliegoldsmithassociates.co.uk/
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STAY INFORMED 

Lutheran World Relief co-founds Corus International to lead diverse 
family of nonprofits, for-profits  

 
 
WASHINGTON AND BALTIMORE—Lutheran World Relief and IMA World Health 
have jointly launched Corus International, a model of the international NGO of the 
future and the new parent of a family of faith-based nonprofits and for-profits.  
 
"The challenges of those we serve around the world are complex, interconnected 
and, most of all, solvable," Corus President and CEO Daniel Speckhard said. "Corus 
blends an array of proven approaches with deep expertise and fresh innovation to 
fuel the kind of exponential impact we desperately need in these unprecedented 
times."  
 
In addition to Lutheran World Relief and IMA World Health, the Corus family in-
cludes UK-based technology company Charlie Goldsmith Associates; impact invest-
ing firm Ground Up Investing; and direct-trade coffee producer LWR Farmers Mar-
ket Coffee.  
 
While Corus is new, it stands on nearly 150 years of combined experience tackling 
the global challenges of poverty, health care access and climate change. Lutheran 
World Relief accounts for 75 of those years, founded by Lutherans in the United 
States at the end of World War II to serve refugees worldwide.  
 
With the advent of Corus, Lutheran World Relief is expanding its work to help lift 
people out of poverty as well as its responses to humanitarian disasters.  
 
"As part of the Corus family, we’re multiplying our impact around the world while 
realizing even greater efficiencies and stewardship," said Speckhard, who continues 
as President and CEO of Lutheran World Relief. "With the Corus model, we’re ulti-
mately changing the dynamic so families and communities can become substantially 
more self-reliant and resilient. And we’re deepening our commitment to the Luther-
an values that compel us to act out our faith in the world." 

https://lwr184.acemlnc.com/lt.php?s=984c47d2fb8b65b31fd7ecf593385164&i=512A547A2A4098
https://lwr184.acemlnc.com/lt.php?s=984c47d2fb8b65b31fd7ecf593385164&i=512A547A2A4099
https://lwr184.acemlnc.com/lt.php?s=984c47d2fb8b65b31fd7ecf593385164&i=512A547A2A4100
https://lwr184.acemlnc.com/lt.php?s=984c47d2fb8b65b31fd7ecf593385164&i=512A547A2A4101
https://lwr184.acemlnc.com/lt.php?s=984c47d2fb8b65b31fd7ecf593385164&i=512A547A2A4102
https://lwr184.acemlnc.com/lt.php?s=984c47d2fb8b65b31fd7ecf593385164&i=512A547A2A4103
https://lwr184.acemlnc.com/lt.php?s=984c47d2fb8b65b31fd7ecf593385164&i=512A547A2A4103
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STAY INFORMED 

Lutheran Disaster Response COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 
SITUATION: As of May 17, over 4.5 million people have been infected and over 307,000 
people have lost their lives due to the rapid spread of COVID19. The pandemic is affecting 
all aspects of life for people across the globe. 
 
RESPONSE: Lutheran Disaster Response is supporting partners around the world during 
this time. Since January 2020, LDR-International has contributed over $1.1 million in 26 
countries in response to the pandemic. 

In Hungary, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hungary is providing COVID-19 anti-
body test kits to test parishioners and staff. Staff and residents of church-run facili-
ties and schools will be tested as needed. 

In India, Padhar Hospital will be able to better treat their COVID-19 patients through 
the purchase of a ventilator and multiparameter monitors. 

In Liberia, the Lutheran Church of Liberia is collaborating with the Christian Health As-
sociation of Liberia to provide medical supplies for hospitals and health centers 
throughout the country. In addition, they will provide counseling and distribute 
food to those affected by the pandemic. 

In Mexico, LDR is contributing to Grupo de Trabaho Mexico to support Casa del Mi-
grante de Saltillo in providing food kits for migrants. Additionally, informational 
brochures will be delivered to these families and a sanitation tunnel will be in-
stalled at the migrant house. 

In Malawi, the Evangelical Lutheran Development Services and the Evangelical Luther-
an Church in Malawi are conducting awareness campaigns and training Community 
Health Change Agents. Additionally, local artisans will be trained in making masks, 
sanitation supplies, and handwashing stations. 

LDR is contributing to the Church World Service’s “Emergency Appeal: Coronavirus 
Response Fund”. This will support CWS global relief and development activities, in-
cluding distributing food and hygiene kits and assisting education programs. Mi-
grants and refugees are among the populations targeted with this campaign. 

 
Be a part of the response: 
 
Pray 
Please pray for people who have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. May God’s 
healing presence give them peace and hope in their time of need. 
 
Give 
Thanks to generous donations, Lutheran Disaster Response is able to respond quickly and 
effectively to disasters around the globe. Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse (General Fund) will be used where they are most needed. 

https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse?_ga=2.197307814.80074514.1585605379-887974161.1583356158
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse?_ga=2.197307814.80074514.1585605379-887974161.1583356158


 16 

STAY INFORMED 

Letter from the Presiding ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought forward many examples of heroes caring for others and helping 
to maintain basic functions for all of us in these difficult times. We give thanks for the health care 
workers, those who are deemed essential workers who keep our food supplies coming and many other 
functions operating.  Unfortunately the ills of society also come out. The church has spoken out against 
these evils and reminds us to be participants working for the good of society. 
Anti-Semitism has recently reared its ugly head at rallies in Illinois. Bishop Eaton has joined The Rev. 
John Roth - Bishop, Central/Southern Illinois Synod, The Rev. Yehiel Curry - Bishop, Metropolitan  
Chicago Synod and The Rev. Jeffrey Clements - 
Bishop, Northern Illinois Synod in a joint letter decrying the situation.  
 
May 13, 2020 
 
Dear church, 
 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!   
During the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic, I am encouraged by your resilience and creativity in 
our witness to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. I am also inspired by your generosity. 
Through the ELCA COVID-19 Response Fund and our Daily Bread grants, we are providing critical sup-
port to struggling yet vital ministries across this church. Through Lutheran Disaster Response Interna-
tional we have intensified our accompaniment of global partners. We are church together.   
This is a trying time for us all. At the same time, we know that a disproportionate burden of illness, 
death, discrimination and harassment falls on communities of color. This pandemic has exacerbated 
racism and racial inequities deeply entrenched in society and across the church. We see this in the 
growing anti-Asian racism and the disproportionate number of deaths in black, American Indian and 
Latinx communities. I have been learning from the leaders of the ELCA’s ethnic associations how the 
data we see on the news is experienced in real life. I have listened to leaders of color share the impact 
of this pandemic on their communities — on their lives and on their ministries. These stories are diffi-
cult but important, so we are launching a special series on LivingLutheran.org to lift up these voices for 
us all to hear. We also seek to ensure that our COVID-19 response more effectively tends to the reali-
ties of racism and racial inequality. We are church together.  
Recently, in cities across this country, we have seen horrifying anti-Semitic and white supremacist 
messages displayed during public protests against government orders that are intended to protect 
lives. No matter our politics or opinions about our elected leaders and their policies, all of us must 
come together on the basis of our church’s commitments to condemn racism against indigenous peo-
ple and people of color, white supremacy, sexism, and anti-Semitism whenever they occur. Whether 
our churches and communities are racially diverse or predominantly white, our work for racial and 
economic justice for all people is work for all of us. We are church together.   
Just as God has joined us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ in baptism, we are joined to each 
other. Paul helps us to understand this by speaking of the one body of Christ, with many members. 
While this is always true, perhaps we feel it more acutely in this time of physical distancing. In our 
longing to be church together, let us be even more intentional in sharing with each other, easing each 
other’s burdens, consoling each other in our fear and grief, condemning what is contrary to the gospel 
and living out our baptismal covenant “to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.”   
 
In partnership,  
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  
Presiding Bishop, ELCA   
 
  
 

https://community.elca.org/advanced-donation-form/covid-19-response-fund
https://www.elca.org/publichealth
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Coronavirus
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Coronavirus
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ethnic-Specific-and-Multicultural-Ministries
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/racial-ethnic-minorities.html
https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/racial-justice-and-covid-19/
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RaceSS.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Condemnation_of_White_Supremacy_and_Racist_Rhetoric.pdf
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Declaration_Of_The_ELCA_To_The_Jewish_Community.pdf?_ga=2.71932119.591108520.1588614831-706161550.1552512868
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From the ELCA and Lutheran World Federation 
 
LWF leaders urge churches to confront and reject xenophobia and domestic violence exposed 
by Coronavirus  
(LWI) - Lutheran World Federation (LWF) leaders are highlighting the vital role that churches can 
play in confronting and rejecting xenophobia, violence, injustice and the inequalities that have 
been exposed by the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic.  

In their latest letter to member churches, LWF President Archbishop Dr Panti Filibus Musa and 
General Secretary Rev. Dr Martin Junge urge congregations across the world to continue following 
government directives to contain the spread of infections and they give thanks for the many in-
spiring examples of “steadfastness in the gospel.”  

At this time when many live with fear and anxiety, the Lutheran leaders say: “We are strength-
ened in faith after celebrating Christ’s resurrection from the dead.” They express gratitude to all 
member churches that have mobilized and found ways of continuing to pray and worship, serve 
their neighbors in need and advocate for justice and peace, while maintaining physical distancing. 
Click here for more insights on what is being done to “Stand with those suffering” and  
“Reject violence against women”. 

https://www.lutheranworld.org/news/covid-19-strengthened-faith-standing-against-injustice?ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_20190719_COPY_01)

