
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
and Farewell to Pastor Rebecca 

Sunday, August 2 2020 
9:30am 

Order of Worship 
(with resources from ELCA Worship) 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
Call to Worship:  Psalm 145:8-9. 13b-21 

P: The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
C: The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.  
P: The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds.  
C: The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down.  
P: The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.  
C: You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing.  
P: The Lord is just in all his ways, and kind in all his doings.  
C: The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.  
P: He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; he also hears their cry, and saves them.  
C: The Lord watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. 
P: My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and all flesh will bless his holy name forever and 
ever. 
 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
A:  Let us pray… Glorious God, your generosity floods the world with goodness, and you cover 
creation with abundance. Stir in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and 
with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord 
C: Amen. 

 
WORD   

Hymn  We Come to the Hungry Feast  ELW #479 
 
1. We come to the hungry feast hungry for a word of peace. To hungry hearts unsatisfied the love 
of God is not denied. We come, we come to the hungry feast. 

2. We come to the hungry feast hungry for a world released from hungry folk of ev’ry kind, the 
poor in body, poor in mind. We come, we come to the hungry feast. 
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3. We come to the hungry feast hungry that the hunger cease, and knowing, though we eat our 
fill, the hunger will stay with us; still we come, we come to the hungry feast.  
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 55:1-5 
A: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily 
 
 
APOSTLE’S Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
A: Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

P: When the church gathers for Holy Communion … Hear us and help us as we confess our sins. 

C: God of mercy, we have failed and become broken in more than one way; we are quick 
and careless with our words, instead of speaking with truth and kindness; we have been 
irresponsible with your creation, neglectful of our neighbors, and selfish with what you 
have provided. We dwell in fear of the unknown and anxiety about the future, instead of 
trusting your faithfulness and love for us. Please forgive us, fill us with your abundant 
mercy, and guide us toward a life of healing and wholeness.  
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P: God is good, and loves us unconditionally, … our sins are forgiven.  
C: Amen  
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

Lord’s Prayer 
P: We pray as Jesus taught us 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 

 
SHARING THE MEAL  
+ When giving the bread say, “The body of Christ, given for you.”  
+ When giving the wine/ juice say, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”  
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Lord God, …through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
Hymn  O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts  ELW #658 
 

1. O Jesus, joy of loving hearts, the fount of life, the light of all: from ev’ry bliss that earth 
imparts we turn, unfilled, to hear your call. 
 

2. We taste you, ever living bread, and long to feast up on you still; we drink of you, the 
fountainhead; our thirsting souls from you we fill. 
 

3. For you our restless spirits yearns, where e’er our changing lot is cast; glad, when you 
smile on us you turn, blest, when by faith we hold you fast.  
 

4. O Jesus, ever with us stay! Make all our moments fair and bright! Oh, chase the night of sin 
away! Shed o’er the world your holy light. 
 

 
SENDING  

Farewell and Godspeed for Pastor Rebecca Gordon 

Dave: Pastor Rebecca, when we called you to be our pastor we rejoiced and trusted in the 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit to guide us in ministry.  We were glad not only to welcome you, but 
also your husband Trent and Amelia and Owen. 

Pastor Rebecca: The Holy Spirit called us into ministry together and we have been partners in 
the mission of Saint Stephen Lutheran Church for four and a half years. It is now time to give 
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thanks for the life we have shared in Christ. It is also time for us to say goodbye as the Spirit has 
called me into other paths of ministry. 

I have been grateful for the ways you welcomed my gifts and my family. I have found our time 
together extremely meaningful and memories of what we have shared will always be precious to 
me. You have taught me so much and I am grateful to God for our time together. 

C: The Lord is loving to everyone; God's compassion is over all God's works. All your works 
praise you, O Lord, and your faithful servants bless you. (Psalm 145:9-10) 

Pastor: Let us thank God for these years of partnership in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Pastor and People: We give you thanks for your goodness and loving kindness to us and to 
all people. For our partnership in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for the Spirit that has 
empowered us to witness, we give you praise. In the name of the Creator, Savior, and 
Spirit God we pray. Amen 

Pastor: Dear friends, you have allowed me to share the responsibilities of the ordained ministry 
in your midst. At the beginning of our ministry, you presented me with symbols expressing my 
special role among you. It is time for me to return to you what you have lent me. I was called 
among you to baptize. Here is water which symbolizes God's gift of belonging in Christ. 

(A baptismal vessel is indicated) 

C: There is one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of us all. 

Pastor: I was called among you to proclaim the Good News. Here is the Bible that expresses this 
call. 

(A Bible is indicated) 

People: Thanks be to God for the Good News of Christ.  

Pastor: I was called among you to lead worship and preside at Holy Communion. Receive now 
this chalice as a symbol of our worship life. 

(A chalice is indicated) 

People: Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

Pastor: I was called among you to teach. Here is Luther's Small Catechism which represents this 
call. 

(The Small Catechism is indicated) 

C: Thanks be to God for the life-giving Word.  
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Blessing of Pastor Rebecca, Trent, Amelia, and Owen  Rev. Kyle Severson 

Donal: As we have in the past, we put our trust in the Holy Spirit to guide us into a future sharing 
the grace of God. 

Pastor: And now, it is time for me to say farewell. I ask that in your love and commitment, you 
send me forth with a blessing.  
 
Donal and Dave (on behalf of the congregation):  
We send you forth with our blessing.  
The Lord bless you and keep you;  
the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace both this day and forever.  
C: Amen. 

 
Sending 
P: Let us go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;  
be of good courage;  
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;  
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;  
help the afflicted; honor all people;  
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Time to Connect 
--Announcements 
--Breakout Rooms 
 
 


